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had thrown France into England's arms and finally resulted
in the celebrated Morocco understanding. In the course of
my recent visit to France, I added, I found that public opin*
ion was greatly aroused against Germany and, while the
market was seriously upset, I even heard talk of war.
Apparently, I concluded, after the Bjorke compact, nothing
had been done to bring about a rapprochement between the
two countries. The Emperor admitted that nothing had
been done up to that time, but stated that the necessary
measures would be taken in due course. He was strangely
reticent, I noticed, about the substance of the Bjorke under-
standing and clearly would not let me read the instrument
I thought he considered it proper to leave this to Emperor
Nicholas.
In the course of our talk His Majesty strongly denounced
the French Government, saying that it had always been
hostile to Germany and to his person.   He had repeatedly
wanted, he said, to take the initiative in establishing har-
monious relations with France, but the deplorable lack of
good-will and tact on the part of the Republic's representa-
tives had invariably been a stumbling block.   He was espe-
cially indignant at Delcasse's action in concluding the Mo-
rocco treaty with England,   German diplomats had been
aware, he said, of the negotiations, but they had not been
alarmed because they had believed that once the treaty was
concluded, they would be properly informed of its sub-
stance.   Seeing, however, that not a word about the treaty
came from either party, the Government concluded that the
understanding did not affect Germany at alL   But when the
text of the treaty became known, His Majesty continued,
it appeared that the agreement related to matters in which
Germany was directly concerned, for she had vested com-
mercial interests in Morocco.  This forced us to show, His
Majesty concluded, that no treaties regarding matters in